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Dear Sixth Grade Families, 
 
 
 
Welcome to this year’s edition of Pike's SummerReads. This list encompasses a wide variety of 
genres and formats, from classics, historical fiction and fantasy to graphic novels and science 
fiction. SummerReads is updated annually with the best new titles from every genre.   

 
By the opening of school in September 2014, each 6th grade student should have read four 
books , as outlined below. 

 
 

Incoming 6 th graders must read:  
• the required book for English, The London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd  
• two books from this reading list, and 
• one book of their own choosing. 

 
 
Please complete all these reading requirements before the start of school, and bring the required 
title to school in September. In the fall, students will participate in activities that celebrate their 
summer reading and launch their journey as Upper School English students.  
 
NEW THIS SUMMER – students will be able to check out Pike library books! The library will be 
open from 8 – 11 a.m. on June 25th and August 6th for families to bring their child(ren) to browse 
and check out books. Full details are available on the library web site. 

 
We also encourage you to visit your local public library this summer, where you can find these 
books and many others, and can also join their summer reading activities.  
 
We hope you enjoy reading as part of your summer! 

 
 
 

Warm regards, 
 
 

           Fran Mellin               Julie Ogden             Amy Salvatore               Linda Spence             
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Classics, Poetry, and Tradit ional Literature 
 

Harriet the Spy Fitzhugh  
 Harriet prowls through her Manhattan neighborhood, recording her observations and opinions 

in her journal. Discover the character that inspired popular author Jack Gantos. 
Johnny Tremain Forbes 
 The heartbreak and hope of the American Revolution, as seen through the eyes of a young 

silversmith apprentice. 
A Wrinkle in Time L ’Engle 
 This science fiction adventure pits the Murry children against the evil IT, as they discover the 

fourth dimension, and travel through time and space to rescue their father. Their adventures 
continue in A Wind in the Door and A Swiftly Tilting Planet.  

Uncle Remus: The Complete Tales Lester 
 A fresh retelling of the classic tales from the African-American tradition of the South. 
Anne of Green Gables  series  Montgomery 
 Anne, an orphan with a boundless imagination, starts a new life on beautiful Prince Edward 

Island. It turns out that she also has a knack for getting into trouble! Follow Anne’s adventures 
as she transforms from a gangly girl to self-assured young woman, changing lives along the way. 

Treasury of Egyptian Mythology Napoli  
 A new collection of classic tales of monsters, gods, and goddesses. 
The Freedom Business  Nelson 
 An illustrated tribute in poems to African slave Venture Smith. 
Where the Red Fern Grows Rawls 
 This heart-warming story of a boy and his hunting dogs is filled with determination, love of 

puppies, a small portion of gore, and a huge amount of sadness.  
Good Masters! Sweet Ladies! Voices from a Medieval Village  Schlitz 
 Travel back in time to 1255 and glimpse everyday life in these extraordinary narrative poems. 
Follow Follow: A Book of Reverso Verse Singer  
 Based on classic fairy tales, these poems are incredibly fun! 
The Hobbit ,  or There and Back Again Tolkien 
 It all begins here: an impossible quest, trickery, and finally - the Ring. Immerse yourself in 

Middle-Earth and meet Gandalf, Gollum, and our unlikely hero, Bilbo Baggins. Prequel to The 
Lord of the Rings trilogy. 

Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea Verne 
 This undersea adventure was considered science fiction when it was published in 1869. Can 

anyone escape from the submarine Nautilus and the brutal Captain Nemo? 
 

Humor 
Origami Yoda series Angleberger 
 Dwight has made an origami finger puppet that dispenses advice, in Jedi fashion, to his middle 

school friends. Is he real? Tommy aims to find out.  
Dead End in Norvelt  Gantos 
 Jack’s grounded for the summer, but things get more interesting when his dad acquires a World 

War II plane. The 2012 Newbery Award winner. Sequel: From Norvelt to Nowhere.  
The Grand Plan to Fix Everything Krishnaswami  
 Dini’s family is moving to Indian for two whole years – will the prospect of meeting her favorite 

Bollywood movie star make up for leaving her best friend? 
Out of Patience Mehle 
 If you liked Holes, read this! Jake is trying to rid his family of an old curse and find buried 

treasure, with a...toilet plunger? Pick this for a funny, quick read! 
Guys Read: Funny Business Scieszka  
 Check out this hilarious collection of stories by popular authors like Jeff Kinney. 
DWEEB: Burgers ,  Beasts ,  and Brainwashed Bullies Starmer 
 The evil Vice Principal Snodgrass has taken blood from the five smartest kids in the eighth grade 

in his plot to raise test scores. Can the dweebs take him out before the students transform? 
My Life As… series Tashjian 
 Follow Derek’s adventures through the funny, first-person narrative and quirky illustrations.  
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Fantasy 
 

Loki ’s Wolves Armstrong  
 Matt is living a normal life, until he is called upon to prevent the end of the world. It shouldn’t 

be a big deal for a descendant of the powerful Norse god, Thor…right? Sequel: Odin’s Ravens. 
The Land of Stories series Colfer 
 Twins Alex and Conner receive a much-loved book of fairy tales for their twelfth birthday. Little 

do they know that the book is a portal to the Land of Stories. What adventures and evils await 
them there?  

So You Want To Be a Wizard series  Duane 
 Never underestimate the power of a book! Nita discovers a dusty library book and unlocks her 

inner magical powers. She and fellow wizard Kit must travel to an alternate New York City 
where disaster is about to strike. Follow Nita and Kit's adventures as they foil evil worldwide. 

The Graveyard Book Gaiman 
 Bod’s parents have just been murdered – can he find safety from “the man Jack” in a nearby 

graveyard, with its many ghosts and mysterious creatures?    
Constable & Toop Jones  
 Destructive ghosts are taking over London’s buildings, and it’s causing lots of headaches for the 

Ghost Bureau, the administrators of the Afterlife. Their only chance to stop the Black Rot from 
destroying the city is to convince a human boy to help them. 

Out of Sight ,  Out of Mind Kaye 
 Amanda, the most popular girl at school, has just had the shock of her life. She somehow has 

switched bodies with meek Tracy Devon. How can she deal with Tracy's horrible taste in 
clothes? There’s plenty of girl drama here. 

Starry River of the Sky Lin  
 Rendi has run away from home in a merchant’s cart. When he arrives at the Village of Clear Sky, 

he notices that the moon never appears. Is he destined to restore the moon to the sky – and 
maybe bring peace to the village and to himself as well?  

The Apothecary  Meloy 
 It’s 1952 and Janie and her family move to London from California to escape anti-Communist 

feelings. Soon she’s involved with Russian spies who are trying to get their hands on The 
Pharmacopoeia – a book filled with magical secrets. 

A Monster Calls Ness 
 Conor is watching his mom battle cancer when a demanding monster pounds on his window. 

What does the creature want? (And could he help Conor’s mom?) 
The Winterling Prineas 
 Fer feels something is out of balance in the land. Can she discover how to fix it?  
The Prince of Mist Ruiz Zafón 
 It's 1943, and Max and his family have gone to the seaside to escape the horrors of World War II. 

Why do the stone statues in their garden appear alive? And what is the connection to the Prince, 
who bargains for souls? Don't miss this nail-biter! 

The Rithmatist Sanderson  
 Harry Potter fans, this is for you! Joel feels out of place at Armedius Academy, where students 

train in the magical art of Rithmatics in order to battle the Wild Chalklings. When his classmates 
start disappearing, he is assigned to help investigate – will he survive the summer? 

Splendors and Glooms Schlitz 
 An evil puppet-master, disappearing children, an ancient grudge, and a powerful enchantress . . . 

Lizzie Rose and Parsefall race against time before the unthinkable happens.  
The Silver Bowl Stanley 
 Molly is an ordinary scullery maid at the castle, with an extraordinary gift - she has visions of the 

future. When one of these visions shows danger to the king's heir, she resolves to keep him safe, 
no matter the cost to herself. Sequel: The Cup and the Crown. 

The Ring of Solomon: A Bartimaeus Novel Stroud 
 Asmira, a proud member of Queen of Sheba's royal guard, is on an impossible mission to kill the 

ruthless King Solomon. Bartimaeus, a powerful wise-cracking djinn, is stuck building a castle. 
When their paths collide, sparks fly and allegiances are tested. Bartimaeus Trilogy titles: The 
Amulet of Samarkand, The Golem’s Eye, Ptolemy’s Gate. 
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Science Fiction 
 
The Roar Clayton 
 In a future London where an animal plague has wiped out most of the natural world, Mika is 

desperate to find his missing twin, Ellie. Can he win the massive computer game that could lead 
him to her? Sequel: The Whisper.  

Matched Condi 
 Life is perfect in Cassia's world, down to her computer-assigned future husband, until a 

computer glitch reveals a second match - an Aberration named Ky. Like Jonas in The Giver, 
Cassia begins to have doubts about her world. Series titles: Crossed, Reached. 

Michael Vey: The Prisoner of Cell 25  Evans 
 Years ago, an accident with a machine gave several newborns electrical powers. Now, a shady 

figure is hunting these people down. When he kidnaps Michael’s mom, Michael must rescue her 
at all costs. 

Missing series Haddix 
 Jonah and Chip discover that they are “endangered children” from the past and must time-travel 

to restore history. Series titles: Found, Sent, Sabotaged, Torn, Caught. 
The Seems  series Hulme/Wexler 
 Becker Drane is the Seems’ newest Fixer – and his first mission might be his last. Laugh out loud 

as you discover this new universe, where everything from dreams to the weather is controlled in 
giant factories. 

I Am Number 4  Lore 
 Number Four has been hidden on Earth just waiting for the time when he can join the other 

Garde members to fight the Mogadorians who destroyed his planet. 
Simon Bloom ,  The Gravity Keeper Reisman 
 Simon didn't mean to become the next Keeper of the Book of Physics - the book hit him on the 

head by accident. As he plays around with the formulas and develops cool superpowers, he 
attracts the attention of the evil Sirabetta. Sequel: Simon Bloom, The Octopus Effect. 

What Came From the Stars Schmidt 
 The dark lord is threatening a peaceful civilization on a distant planet. In a desperate attempt, 

they send their chance for survival across space to the lunchbox of Tommy Pepper. 
 
  

Sports 
The Warriors Bruchac 
 Jake loves playing lacrosse, but when he moves from his Iroquois reservation to a boarding 

school, he faces many challenges. 
Rush for the Gold Feinstein 
 Teen reporters Stevie and Susan have another mystery to solve. This time, Susan is at the 

London Olympics – is someone trying to fix her race? Series titles: Last Shot: A Final Four 
Mystery, Cover-Up, Change-Up: Mystery at the World Series, The Rivalry: Mystery at the Army-
Navy Game. 

Football Genius Green 
 Great on-the-field action! Troy is convinced he can help his favorite team, the Atlanta Falcons, 

win a championship. Will anyone listen?  
Balancing Act King 
 Carli's gymnastics coach thinks she could be an Olympic contender - but her parents need her to 

help out at their ranch. Can she spend enough time training? 
True Legend Lupica  
 Seth, basketball phenom, has been recruited to Oakley Academy, and might just be good enough 

to be drafted in the NBA. Is all the hype going to his head? 
Boost Mackel 
 Savvy practices her jump shots whenever she's not helping at her aunt's farm. But when steroids 

are found in her gym bag, she has to step up her defensive game. 
Kick Myers/Workman 
 This amazing novel was co-written by Walter Dean Myers and a teen fan. Kevin, arrested for 

stealing a car, is in danger of not playing in the state soccer tournament. Sargent Brown just 
may be on his side. Can Kevin trust him? 
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Mystery/Adventure 
City of the Beasts Allende 
 Alexander goes with his grandmother to the Amazon in search of a legendary beast. Who would 

want to sabotage their expedition?  
Hold Fast Balliett 
 Early’s father has disappeared and the family has to move to a homeless shelter. It’s up to Early 

to find her father. 
The Red Blazer Girls mysteries  Beil  
 Sophie, Margaret, Rebecca, and Leigh Ann are regular seventh-graders with a knack for solving 

mysteries once they’ve finished their homework. Their cases lead them all over Manhattan.  
The Potato Chip Puzzle Berlin 
 On Katie’s 10th birthday, Winston receives four puzzle pieces. Later he realizes they are clues 

leading to a hidden treasure. Will he find it before time runs out? 
The Gollywhopper Games Feldman 
 For fans of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory! Gil is determined to enter and win the Golly Toy 

company contest to restore his family’s honor. 
Ranger ’s Apprentice and  Brotherband Chronicles series  Flanagan  
 Follow the adventures of Will as he learns the mysterious ways of Ranger Halt and accepts his 

destiny as a protector in the long-ago kingdom of Skandia.  
Tunnels series Gordon 
 Will, an underground explorer, needs to rescue his father, who has disappeared. He digs his 

biggest tunnel yet, and discovers a dangerous underground civilization – but no Dad. Other 
series titles: Deeper, Freefall, Closer, Spiral, Terminal. 

Chomp Hiaasen 
 A ridiculous reality-TV star gets lost in the Everglades, and it’s up to two kids to save him – if the 

wildlife doesn’t get him first! 
The Castaways of the Flying Dutchman series Jacques 
 Neb and his trusty dog have been spared from the curse on the infamous ship Flying Dutchman, 

with a mission to help those facing injustice. Follow their adventures on land and sea as they 
battle pirates, factory owners, and slave traders. Series titles: Castaways of the Flying Dutchman, 
The Angel's Command, Voyage of Slaves.  

CHERUB series  Muchamore  
Immerse yourself in international intrigue! James is the newest recruit into a super-secret British 
spy agency made up entirely of teens who battle eco-terrorists, weapons dealers, and corruption. 

The Westing Game Raskin 
 One of the most clever mysteries ever! Sam Westing is dead. At the reading of his will, sixteen 

potential heirs are put into teams and given bizarre clues to solve the murder and win his multi-
million-dollar estate. Allegiances form and are broken, tempers fray, and bombs explode on the 
way to the ending you don't see coming. Check out the fabulous audio book - great for car rides! 

Deadweather and Sunrise Rodkey  
 Egbert (Egg for short) lives on a dreary island, hated by his family. When his father stumbles 

upon valuable secrets, everyone’s life is in danger and Egg must find the courage to outwit the 
enemy while staying alive. For Pirates of the Carribean fans! Sequels: New Lands, Blue Sea 
Burning.  

The Case of the Cryptic Crinoline Springer 
 Enola Holmes, sister of the famous Sherlock, is on the trail of her missing landlady and uncovers 

a long-ago spy network. 
Three Times Lucky Turnage 
 Miss Moses LoBeau (aka Mo) lives with the Colonel and Miss Lana in Tupelo Landing, NC. While 

searching for her birth mother who set her adrift in a hurricane 11 years earlier, Mo unravels a 
mystery. 
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Historical  Fiction 
Chains Anderson  
 Isabel and her sister Ruth are slaves, worked to the bone by a cruel master in the American 

colonial town of Manhattan. Can spying for the rebels help her gain their freedom? Sequel: 
Forge.  

The Seer of Shadows Avi  
 Is there really a ghost in Mrs. Von Macht’s new portrait? Horace, a photographer’s apprentice, 

must try to unravel the mystery. A fast-paced adventure.  
Phantoms in the Snow Duble 
 Noah, recently orphaned, has been sent to his uncle, who is training for a special mission during 

World War II. Should he join this corps of mountain fighters? 
The Year of the Bomb Kidd 
 Paul and his friends can't wait - a movie is going to be filmed in their little California town. 

Things turn mysterious when the FBI starts investigating the actors. Is there a connection to the 
atomic bomb? 

Inside Out & Back Again Lai 
 Beautiful poetry tells the heartbreaking and inspiring story of a young girl who must leave her 

Vietnam village when Saigon falls to the Communists. Based on events in the author’s life. 
Dangerous Waters: An Adventure on the Titanic Mone  
 Patrick longs for adventure and jumps at the chance to leave Ireland as a steward on the famous 

ship. Once aboard, however, he discovers thievery and treachery. 
Child of Dandelions Nanji 
 Sabine and her family consider Uganda their home, even though they are Indian. When the 

ruthless dictator Idi Amin orders all “foreign born” to leave the country, her friends become 
enemies overnight. Will they ever talk to her again? 

Half Brother Oppel 
 In 1973 as part of an experiment, a scientist brings home Zan, a baby chimp, to be part of the 

family. Soon Ben loves Zan like a brother. When the experiment fails, Ben has to choose 
between obeying his father and saving Zan.  

Bread and Roses ,  Too Paterson  
 Lawrence, Massachusetts, 1912: the mistreated workers at the textile mill have just voted to go 

on strike, and everyone but Rosa is excited. Then things turn ugly – where will she be safe? 
One Crazy Summer Williams-Garcia 
 "Power to the People" - the slogan of the Black Panthers rings in Delphine's ears as she and her 

sisters adjust to living with the mother who abandoned them. Sequel: P.S. Be Eleven.  
 

Graphic Novels,  Graphic Non-Fiction  

Full-length narratives told through sequential comic-strip art are compelling and complex. From 
historical fiction and fantasy to classics and memoir, there's something for everyone. 
 
Trickster: Native American Tales Dembecki Traditional literature 
Malcolm X: A Graphic Biography Helfer Biography 
The Hero Twins Against the Lord of Death: A Mayan 

Myth 
Jolley Traditional literature 

The Prince of Tennis series Konomi Sports 
Outlaw: The Legend of Robin Hood Lee Traditional literature 
The Storm in the Barn Phelan Historical fiction 
Blindspot Pyle Realistic 
Frankenstein: The Graphic Novel Reed Classic 
A Thousand Ships: Age of Bronze, vol. 1 Shanower Traditional literature 
Bone series Smith Fantasy 
Alia's Mission: Saving the Books of Iraq Stamaty Biography 
Black Butler series Toboso Supernatural 
Into the Volcano Wood Adventure 
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Realist ic 

Return to Sender Alvarez 
 After his family hires migrant Mexican workers to help save their Vermont farm, Tyler befriends 

the oldest daughter. When he discovers her secret, he realizes that real friendship knows no 
borders. 

The One and Only Ivan Applegate 
 This is the touching story of a captive gorilla and his quest for a more humane existence. The 

2013 Newbery Award winner. 
Anything But Typical Baskin 
 Jason is autistic - but that doesn't mean he's stupid. Online, he can make friendships where 

people won't laugh at him. Read this if you liked Wonder.  
3  Willows: The Sisterhood Grows Brashares 
 Jo, Polly, and Ama used to be best friends, but by 8th grade, they have grown apart.  As they 

each deal with summertime challenges, from wilderness camp to sexy guys, they realize that 
they are more alike than different.  

Chasing Redbird Creech 
 Zinnia's summer project is to clear a trail on her family's property. As she digs rocks and pulls 

weeds, she discovers more than she bargained for. 
Out of My Mind Draper  
 Melody is smart – really smart – but no one knows it. Most people can’t see beyond her 

wheelchair. The 2014 Massachusetts Children’s Book Award winner. 
If I  Stay Forman 
 One minute Mia is in the car with her family; the next, she is in an ambulance, close to death. 

This intense page-turner takes place over the next 24 hours of Mia's life - hours that may be her 
last. Read this before the movie comes out in August! 

My Life in Pink and Green Greenwald 
 Lucy has to help save her family's pharmacy business - can she combine her fashion and make-up 

talents? More importantly, will anyone take her seriously? Sequel: My Summer of Pink and 
Green. 

Camel Rider Mason  
 Walid has been abandoned in the Arab desert by his cruel masters. Alex has run away from his 

convoy leaving Abudai after war breaks out. Can these two boys help each other to safety? A 
heart-stopping survival adventure! 

A Long Walk to Water Park 
 Salva, one of the Lost Boys of Sudan, manages to come to America after a brutal attack on his 

village. His story alternates with that of Nya, who walks hours to fetch water in a similar village. 
How their two lives intersect is inspiring and based on a true story. 

Liar ,  Liar: The Theory ,  Practice ,  and Destructive Properties of Deception  
  Paulsen 
 How many lies can Kevin tell in a week? Plenty, if he’s going to have a chance at getting Tina to 

notice him! 
Wonderstruck Selznick 
 Brian Selznick, author of The Invention of Hugo Cabret, defies genres again! This is the story of 

Ben and Rose, who live 50 years apart, but whose lives are interconnected through words and 
pictures. Ben embarks on a search for the father he’s never met; Rose is missing her mother 
desperately. Will they find happiness? 

Liar & Spy Stead 
 Georges and his family must move to an apartment in Brooklyn where he meets Safer. Together 

they set out to spy on a neighbor. What is happening in the neighborhood? 
Drama Telegemeier 
 A new graphic novel from the author of Smile! Callie is on the stage crew for a middle school 

production of Moon over Mississippi. There is drama on the stage and behind the scenes.  
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Non-fiction 
 

How They Croaked: The Awful Ends of the Awfully Famous Bragg 
 Ready to be grossed out? Then read this book to find out lots of interesting (and disgusting) 

facts, including which king’s body literally exploded after being decked out for the funeral! 
Sparky: The Life and Art of Charles Schulz Gherman 
 Did you know that many Peanuts cartoon characters were based on real people? Find out about 

the inspiration for Lucy, Snoopy, and others in this scrapbook-style biography. 
Bomb: The Race to Build –  or Steal –  The World ’s Most Dangerous Weapon 
  Sheinkin 
 Examines the history of the atomic bomb and the race to build this fearsome weapon during 

World War II. 
The Dark Game: True Spy Stories Janeczko 
 Learn about codes, high-tech gadgets, and the life of double agents, from the American 

Revolution to the Cold War and beyond. 
World Without Fish Kurlansky 
 A compelling look at the fishing industry and the effect that overfishing is having on our planet. 
Iceberg ,  Right Ahead: The Tragedy of the Titanic McPherson 
 The story of the sinking of the Titanic, complete with pictures. 
Heart and Soul: The Story of America and African Americans  Nelson  
 A beautifully illustrated history of ordinary people and important leaders. 
Lady Liberty: A Biography Rappaport 
 Creating the Statue of Liberty was a monumental (pun intended!) achievement of engineering, 

creativity, and ingenuity. Hear the many stories behind the iconic symbol of freedom. 
Star Wars: The Complete Visual Dictionary Reynolds 
 Perfect for a rainy summer day! Make some popcorn and then have a Star Wars movie 

marathon! 
Eruption! Volcanoes and the Science of Saving Lives Rusch 
 Follow the dangerous work of an international volcano crisis team as they race against time. Can 

they predict where disaster will strike next? 
Animals Up Close: Zoom In On the World 's Most Incredible Creatures 
  Siwanowicz 
 Check out these amazing photographs of centipedes, flying fox bats, tarantulas, and crested 

geckos. 
Chasing Lincoln 's Killer Swanson 
 Did you know that it took 12 days for the manhunt to catch up to John Wilkes Booth? Follow 

this fast-paced chase. 
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Happy Reading! 

 
When looking for a good book this summer, don’t forget your local library. No matter which format 
you prefer – print, ebook, or audio – you can borrow it for free.   
 
Stop by the library to browse the shelves to choose a book, whether it’s a print book or a book on 
CDs. Librarians will also be happy to download audiobooks from Audible.com directly to your iPod.  
 
From the convenience of your home, visit your local library’s website to access audiobooks and 
ebooks remotely through OverDrive.com.  With your library card, you can download a wide variety 
of titles directly to your own device. 
 
Be sure to check out your local library to see what services they offer.  Also, look for a mobile app at 
your library for quick access to the catalog. 
 
 
Try these reading apps for your iPad .  
 

OverDrive 
 
Accesses audiobooks and 
ebooks remotely from your 
public library. 

 iBooks 
 
App that allows you to 
purchase and read books from 
Apple. 

Audible .com 
 
Accesses audiobooks through 
your public library. 

 Kindle 
 
App that allows you to read 
Kindle books purchased from 
Amazon. 

Follett Shelf Reader 
 
Accesses ebooks from Pike’s 
Library – Login info available 
from Mrs. Mellin or Ms. 
Spence. 
 

 Nook 
 
App that allows you to read 
Nook books purchased from 
Barnes and Noble. 

 
 

SummerReads compiled by Mrs. Mellin and Ms. Spence. 
 

This list is available online at http://www.pikeschool.org/home/library. 
 

Log in to your portal and click the “library” tab to watch book trailers, read our blog, see photos, and read 
student reviews posted on Alexandria, our online catalog.   


