
Favorite Chapter Books to Read Aloud 
 
How Tía Lola Came to Visit Stay  
by Julia Alvarez (2001) 
Tía Lola has arrived to help take care of ten-year-
old Miguel and his little sister, Juanita. When will 
she go home? 
 
The World According to Humphrey  
by Betty Birney (2004) 
Humphrey is a classroom hamster who is lucky 
enough to go home each weekend with a different 
student from the class.  
 
A Bear Called Paddington  
by Michael Bond (1958) 
Here’s the original story that introduced 
Paddington Bear and his love of marmalade to the 
world. 
 
The Mouse and the Motorcycle  
by Beverly Cleary (1965) 
Ralph S. Mouse has always longed for excitement. 
When he finds a toy red motorcycle, his dreams 
come true. 
 
The Tale of Despereaux: Being the Story of a 
Mouse, a Princess, Some Soup and a Spool of 
Thread  
by Kate DiCamillo (2003) 
Despereaux Tilling is on a quest to save a princess 
named Pea. Winner of the 2004 Newbery Medal. 
 
Half Magic  
by Edward Eager (1954) 
Wishing should be easy but the magic coin Jane 
finds only grants half her wish. Jane, Katharine, 
Mark, and Martha have an exciting summer 
figuring out how to use the coin wisely. 
 
The Original Adventures of Hank the Cowdog  
by John R. Erickson (1982) 
Hank considers himself the head of ranch security 
but when he’s accused of murdering a chicken, he 
becomes an outlaw and joins the coyotes. Can he 
clear his name? Hank is a likable funny character 
featured in this long-running series.  
 
 

Just So Stories  
by Rudyard Kipling (1902) 
In this collection of stories, Kipling explains why 
elephants have trunks and why rhinoceros have 
wrinkly skins. Originally written as bedtime stories 
for his children. 
 
The Misadventures of the Family Fletcher 
by Dana Alison Levy (2014) 
Follow the adventures of 4 brothers, 2 dads, 1 
neighbor and assorted pets over the course of a 
school year. 
 
Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle  
by Betty MacDonald (1947) 
Still making children giggle after all these years, 
follow Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle as she cures children’s 
bad habits. 
 
The Cricket in Times Square  
by George Selden (1960) 
Chester is a cricket from Connecticut who 
accidentally finds himself in Times Square. He 
quickly makes friends and eventually discovers his 
true talent. 
 
Bobby vs. Girls (Accidentally)  
by Lisa Yee (2010) 
Bobby and his best friend Holly disagree and 
suddenly it’s boys versus girls in their fourth-grade 
class. 

 
 
Summer Book Borrowing @ Pike! 
 
To encourage summer reading, we are offering 
summer book loan at the Pike Library. Visit the 
library with your child(ren) during our summer 
checkout mornings, 6/17, 7/8, and 7/29 from 8:30-
11:30am. 
 
Also visit your local library, where you can sign up 
for summer reading programs and enjoy special 
activities. 
 
SummerReads is compiled by Pike librarians Mrs. 
Mellin and Ms. Spence and is available as a pdf at 
http://www.pikeschool.org//page.cfm?p=2476. 
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Some of the Best Books of the Past Year  
 

Juna's Jar  
by Jane Bahk (2015) 
Juna is missing her best friend Hector. Her big 
brother tries to cheer her up with surprises in her 
empty kimchi jar. Each gift is a new adventure. 
 

Morris Micklewhite and the Tangerine Dress  
by Christine Baldacchino (2014) 
Morris has a wonderful imagination and loves the 
dress-up center at school. When he decides to wear 
an orange dress, others are not sure how to react. 
 

Sam & Dave Dig a Hole  
by Mac Barnett (2014) 
Sam and Dave are busy digging an enormous hole 
hoping to find something amazing. Readers will 
quickly spot all the treasures they just miss 
finding.  A 2015 Caldecott Honor book. 
 

Wild About Bears  
by Jeannie Brett (2014) 
In this nonfiction text, you can explore the habits 
and homes of eight different bear species. 
  
The Right Word: Roget and His Thesaurus  
by Jen Bryant (2014) 
Beautifully illustrated by Melissa Sweet, this 
Caldecott Honor winning picture book biography 
tells the story of  Peter Mark Roget and his list of 
words. Perfect for anyone who is fascinated by 
language.  Also winner of the 2015 Sibert Medal. 
 

Nana in the City  
by Lauren Castillo (2014) 
When a young boy goes to visit his nana, he is 
scared by the hustle and bustle of the city. Luckily 
she knows just what to do. She makes him a red 
cape and together they discover the joy in the city. 
A 2015 Caldecott Honor book. 
 
The New Small Person  
by Lauren Child (2015) 
Elmore is not happy with his new baby brother but 
eventually he changes his mind. 
 

Draw!  
by Raúl Colón (2014) 
In this wordless picture book, a sketchpad takes a 
boy on a safari complete with lions and elephants. 
Enchanting illustrations. 

The Chicken Squad: The First Misadventure  
by Doreen Cronin (2014) 
In this early chapter book, the Chicken Squad has 
its first barnyard mission. Why is Tail the squirrel 
so afraid? Can they crack the case? 
 

Last Stop On Market Street  
by Matt de la Peña (2015) 
Every Sunday, CJ and his grandmother ride the 
bus across town. Along the way, CJ begins to 
appreciate the beauty of diversity in the city.  
 

Wolfie The Bunny  
by Ame Dyckman (2015) 
When Dot’s family finds a baby wolf at their front 
door, they are delighted with the new addition. But, 
Dot is convinced that Wolfie will gobble them up.  
 

Little Roja Riding Hood  
by Susan Middleton Elya (2014) 
This updated retelling of a classic features 
rhyming, bilingual text with a sly sense of humor.  
A 2015 Pura Belpré Honor book. 
 
Red: A Crayon's Story  
by Michael Hall (2015) 
Red’s label clearly says he’s red but inside he feels 
blue. Try as he might, he just doesn’t fit in until a 
new friend helps him. 
 

Eye to Eye: How Animals See the World  
by Steve Jenkins (2014) 
A beautiful nonfiction book with a wonderful 
combination of eye-catching collage and 
informational text. 
 

You Are (Not) Small  
by Anna Kang (2014)  
You’re small. No, you are. It all depends on your 
point of view! Winner of the 2015 Theodor Seuss 
Geisel Award.  
 

Sidewalk Flowers  
by JonArno Lawson (2015) 
A little girl gathers flowers in this wordless picture 
book and the city brightens as she shares them 
with others along her walk home. 
 

Ling & Ting: Twice as Silly  
by Grace Lin (2014) 
These identical twins are back with six more 
humorous stories in this early chapter book. 

Viva Frida  
by Yuyi Morales (2014) 
This title captures the essence of Frida Kahlo’s life 
and art. A 2015 Pura Belpré Honor book and a 
2015 Caldecott Honor book. 
 

The Noisy Paint Box: The  Colors and Sounds 
of Kandinsky’s Abstract Art  
by Barb Rosenstock (2014) 
This picture book biography explores Kandinsky's  
abstract art and his ability to hear color and see 
sound. A 2015 Caldecott Honor book. 
 

The Adventures of Beekle: The Unimaginary 
Friend by Dan Santat (2014) 
Beekle longs to be given a home. He sets off on a 
voyage to the real world to find his own perfect 
friend. Winner of the 2015 Caldecott Award and 
the Pike School 2015 Mock Caldecott Award. 
 

Three Bears in a Boat  
by David Soman (2014) 
When three young bears accidentally break their 
mother’s blue seashell, they set out in a sailboat to 
replace it. Their adventures at sea are accompanied 
by luminous illustrations. 
 

Green Is a Chile Pepper  
by Roseanne Greenfield Thong (2014) 
Colors and foods are explored in both Spanish and 
English in this bilingual title. A 2015 Pura Belpré 
Honor book. 
 

Bad Bye, Good Bye  
by Deborah Underwood (2014) 
In this rhyming text, a young boy and his family 
are moving to a new town. The journey begins with 
storm clouds and scowls but along the way the 
mood brightens to a sense of hope and excitement. 
 

Glamourpuss  
by Sarah Weeks (2015) 
Glamourpuss, an elegant white cat, is very happy 
being the center of attention. But when a small dog 
arrives, she worries she will be replaced. 
 

You Nest Here With Me  
by Jane Yolen and Heidi Stemple (2015) 
In this sweet rhyming book, Mama helps her little 
one get ready to sleep by describing how a variety 
of birds nest with their babies. Sure to be a new 
bedtime favorite. 


