
Definition  
An elective is a project/experience-based 
learning opportunity that is centered 
around academic areas. Elective courses 
are an opportunity for students to apply 
classroom learning to solve problems and 
make new discoveries and/or delve deeper 
into a specific area of  interest. An elective 
is different from an activity, as its purpose 
is to provide exploration, application, and 
expansion of  skills and knowledge. An 
elective might combine the application 
of  several disciplines or skills. Electives 
are not graded. Most electives do not 
include work outside of  class; however, 
some electives may require work outside 
of  the class and are explicitly stated in the 
course description. Student accountability 
and performance are recorded and 
communicated via student grade reports 
utilizing a checklist evaluating criteria such 
as behavior, participation, and performance 
or progress.

Rationale
The National Middle School Association 
recommends, as best practice, “an 
exploratory experience for adolescents so 
that they may experiment with a variety 
of  disciplines as they grow and learn 
about who they are.”  With the support of  
parents and advisors, students rank electives 
that will meet the growing needs and 
interests of  that student. Pike’s flexibility 
is such that courses can be introduced or 
repeated as needs arise, based on teacher 
observation and student input/interest.  
The premium is placed on students actively 
experimenting and problem-solving for 
themselves and being encouraged to take 
increasing responsibility for themselves.  
Selecting courses, fulfilling requirements, 
and following through with elective choices 
are also important steps in personal 
responsibility and great preparation for 
secondary school classes and activities.  
Directly supporting Pike’s current Strategic 
Plan, the elective program is designed to 
“extend the horizon of  our curriculum 
to prepare our children with tools of  
technology, problem-solving strategies, 
and increased knowledge of  themselves as 
learners.” Electives will be driven by the 
skills, talents, and passions of  our faculty, 
with an emphasis on students ultimately 
becoming passionate owners of  their 
personal educational journey.

Goals and Objectives for Electives
Each course will provide specific goals and 
objectives, determined by the instructors, to 
ensure a high level of  engagement and to 
outline the student commitment necessary 
for a successful and rewarding experience.  
Students are assessed on the attainment 
of  specific goals and objectives, which 
include the quality of  participation. School 
rules and standards of  behavior are to be 
followed in all electives courses.

Composition of Elective Classes
Electives will be composed of  mixed-grade 
student groupings. Maximum and minimum 
numbers of  students may vary depending 
upon the elective offered and will be 
determined prior to the elective becoming a 
course offering.

Faculty Expectations
All Upper School faculty members will 
be required to lead or co-lead an elective 
for two out of  the three terms each year.  
Exceptions may be made based on a 
teacher’s course load. During unassigned 
terms, teachers will be expected to use 
elective time for professional development.

Assigning Electives
Each spring, students will rank their fall 
Term 1 electives choices for the upcoming 
school year, using the designated form. 
For classes with fifteen students, ideally 
five spots will be given to each grade level 
for grades 6-8 to provide balance when 
possible. Every effort will be made to place 
students in one of  their preferred choices, 
but we cannot guarantee students will be 
placed in their top choice in any given term. 

Grade 6 Fall Study Skills
Each fall, all students in grade 6 will 
participate in a class during elective time 
designed to ease their transition into the 
Upper School. This class is designed to give 
students study and organizational strategies 
directly related to their curriculum. This 
class also allows the grade 6 students 
the opportunity to find their own voice, 
become more comfortable with and get to 
know their peers from grades 7-9 in other 
capacities before mixing them fully into the 
elective classes. Starting in Term 2, grade 6 
will follow the same assignment protocols 
as the rest of  the Upper School.

“The elective 
program is designed 
to extend the horizon 
of  our curriculum 
to prepare our 
children with tools 
of  technology, 
problem-solving 
strategies, and 
increased knowledge 
of  themselves as 
learners.”

by the Electives Committee

• Alternative Process Photography
• Anatomy and Physics of a Go-kart
• Architectural Design
• Battle Bots
• Building a Mystery
• Calculator Programming
• Creative Problem Solving
• Creative Writing in Science
• Current Events
• Destination Imagination Team
• Digital Imaging
• Environment in the News
• Field Natural History
• Forensics
• Game Theory
• Gardrening at Pike
• Geography
• Green Scholar Program
• Hip-Hop: Message and Meaning
• Improv
• Introduction to Engineering
• Introduction to Formal Logic
• Kitchen Chemistry
• Kites and Flight
• Maple Sugaring
• Math Movies
• Media Images in Pop Culture
• Model U.N.
• Poetry Publishing
• Pop-up Books
• Principles of Flight
• Printmaking
• Rock Climbing Science
• Rube Goldberg Machines
• Sabor Latino
• Science in the News
• Science Movies
• Sewing with Patterns
• Silkscreen
• Slam Poetry
• Small Business Proposals
• Speech Practice
• Technology and Social Change
• Tesselations and Transformations
• Theater and Social Justice
• Weather

Subjects for Electives
To the right is a partial list of subjects 
that have been suggested by faculty 
and students for elective offerings. 
All proposals will be evaluated for 
their suitability and feasibility by the 
committee in determining the elective 
subjects to be offered next fall.
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